
Medicaid cuts would 
hurt California kids. 

Medi-Cal: The Foundation 
of California Kids’ Health & a 
Bedrock of Our State Economy

Medi-Cal covers the things kids need to grow up healthy

Medicaid coverage gives our kids opportunities to succeed, because kids with Medicaid:5,6

Medicaid is critical to the health and success of our kids and the 
economic security of families. Federal policy changes or funding 
cuts could jeopardize children’s access to the coverage and care 
they need to thrive.

Medi-Cal is even more important for kids because there are federal 
guarantees that they get the care they need, even if those services 
aren’t covered for adults.4
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Medi-Cal — California’s Medicaid program — provides health 
insurance to low-income kids, pregnant women, people with 
disabilities, parents, other adults, & seniors. Medicaid is a 
federal-state partnership, with about half of the funding from 
the federal government. Medicaid funding is open-ended, which 
means it can step up when needed in response to economic 
recessions, pandemics, natural disasters, etc. 

5.5M
Medi-Cal covers roughly half 
of California’s children.

• Kids in families earning up to 266% of the poverty level 
($68,681 for a family of 3) are eligible for Medi-Cal.2 The 
state’s average annual cost of living is almost twice that 
amount. 

• 40% of births are covered by Medi-Cal, helping get kids off to 
a healthy start.

• Kids can enroll in Medi-Cal regardless of immigration status. 
The health of undocumented children improved significantly 
after the state expanded Medi-Cal coverage.3

Medi-Cal is an economic 
driver for California

Creating a “multiplier effect” in the state economy through help to 
low-income workers and their families, payments to doctors and 
hospitals, and indirect impacts on other industries.1 California’s 
budget relies on federal Medicaid funding.
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Statewide:  5.5 million children are enrolled in Medi-Cal, which is 53% of all Californians under age 21.

Note: * designates data that was suppressed due to small cell size.
Sources: (1) Eligible Individuals Under Age 21 Enrolled in Medi-Cal, https://data.chhs.ca.gov/dataset/eligible-individuals-under-age-21-enrolled-in-medi-cal-by-county, 
September 18, 2024.  (2) California Department of Finance. Demographic Research Unit. Report P-2B: Total Population Projections by Single Year of Age, California 
Counties, 2020-2070 (Baseline 2023 Population Projections; Vintage 2024 Release). Sacramento: California. September 2024.

1 https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/medicaid-financing-the-basics/, 2 https://livingwage.mit.edu/states/06. The living wage for a family with 1 adult and 2 kids is calculated at $128,086, 3 
https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/california-sees-health-gains-for-undocumented-residents-after-medi-cal-expansion/. Coverage for undocumented immigrants is 100% funded by the state, 
4 https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/benefits/early-and-periodic-screening-diagnostic-and-treatment/index.html, 5 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32863441/ 6 https://www.commonwealth-
fund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2020/dec/short-term-cuts-medicaid-long-term-harm#, Icons from The Noun Project by Arkinasi, Wilson Joseph, StevJe, Heztasia, Nanang A Pratama, kliwir art, 
magunkarsa, hazicon, Llisole, Jami Carlson, Olifernes Tejeros, and fofetoya.
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Kids Across California Rely on 
Medi-Cal to Stay Healthy


